
Our Museum, Galleries & Gift Shop 
are open Tuesdays to Sundays  

From 1 March to 31 October  
10 am - 5 pm  Last entry 4.30 pm 

From 1 November to 28 February  
10 am - 4 pm  Last entry 3.30 pm 

We are also open Bank 
Holiday Mondays and 
every day during the 
school summer holidays. 

(Please note that there may be days 
during the winter when the Museum is 

closed for private or corporate functions.) 
                                                             
Admission Prices - Adults £4, Students £3.50 (with a valid NUS 
card), Children under 16 years FREE. Discounts for groups, please 
contact Dimbola for further information and to make a booking.                    

Our Gift Shop is free to look around. We sell a range of 
items, including books on Julia Margaret Cameron and on 
photography, as well as local history books, postcards, cards 
and gifts for all ages.                                                                                                                   

           
Hungry after all that culture? Step into The 
Cameron Tearoom.

A variety of delicious home-cooked 
lunches, including vegetarian options 
always available. 
Homemade cakes and cream teas.  
Whenever possible we use locally 

sourced produce. 
Fair Trade tea, coffee and specialty teas. 
Traditional Sunday Lunches.  
New for 2010 - Victorian Afternoon Teas. 
Corporate entertainment facilities.

Lunches served from 12 pm to 2 pm.  Light snacks, 
cakes and beverages served all day.  Last orders ½ an 
hour before the Museum closes. 
Bookings taken for private parties (up to 34 seated, 60 
buffet). Choice of menus, vegetarians catered for.   
Please note that Dimbola does not have a restaurant license, but 
parties may provide their own wine etc., no charge for corkage. 

                  To discuss bookings for functions please contact the
                Tearoom Manager or the Administrator on 01983 756814

dimbola 
Galleries and Photographic 

Museum

Pie and Custard by Laurence Kemp 

2010 PROGRAMME 
Come and enjoy our varied 

exhibitions, eat in our Restaurant 
(homemade cakes!) and browse 

through our gift shop. We'd love to 
see you soon.  Families welcome. 

Dimbola Lodge, Terrace Lane, Freshwater Bay,
Isle of Wight, PO40 9QE 

Tel : 01983 756814      
Web :  www.dimbola.co.uk

The Cameron tearoom



WHAT'S ON AT DIMBOLA FOR 2010 
8 to 31 January 
Hester Chambers 
My Real Imagination 
Hester Chambers, a local 
island teenager, has created 
images that subtly explore the 
boundaries between reality 
and fantasy, taking a playful 
approach to portraits and 
incorporating mixed media. 

15 January to 28 February 
No Man is an Island 
The Camera and Beyond
No Man is an Island was founded by a 
group of artists and craftspeople who 
live with autism in their families.  This is 
an intriguing exhibition by a group of 
young people who are developing skills 
through photography. 

5 to 28 February 
West Wight Landscape Partnership 
When we had a rocket…
we also had spies, strikes 
and peaceniks right here on 
our doorstep. Or did we? 
The WWLP takes a side-
ways look at the incredible 
Black Knight and Black 
Arrow Rocket Testing 
programmes located at High 
Down during the mid 1900’s. 

12 February to 11 April 
Julian Bell and Tom Walker 
Hexaphrenia
Two artists united by a long friendship and 
by their dedication to craftsmanship - and to 
the unruly imagination.  Otherwise, Tom 
Walker, the virtuoso of surrealistic pastel, 
and Julian Bell, the most restless-eyed of 
realist painters, could not be more different.  
Each shows a wide survey of work, almost 
amounting to a mini-retrospective.

5 to 28 March
Mary Weinberger 
Domestic Memorabilia 
Mary's most recent series of pinhole 
images was inspired by the still life 
paintings of Morandi.  Mary is 
captivated by the simplicity of the 
process of making pinhole 
photographs using colour film to 
produce colours that are soft and rich. 

5 March to 11 April 
Medina High and St George’s 
Special Needs School 
Out of the Box 
Two Island schools have 
collaborated on a photography 
project, the theme celebrating 
creativity - thinking outside of the 
box.  This project is funded by Aim 
Higher, an organisation promoting 

higher education for young people.

2 April to 2 May 
Luke Ellison 
Coastal Evolution 
‘Too often we pass by the natural world 
around us, too often we aspire to fill our 
lives with man made materialistic 
desires’.  His latest photographic 
enamel series continues to explore the 
natural beauty, elemental structures 
and character of the diverse ever-
evolving Isle of Wight Coastline.

16 April to 6 June
Anne-Katrin Purkiss 
Scientists -
Fellows of the Royal Society 
This exhibition celebrates the 
achievements of today’s British scientists 
from a diverse range of fields and 
coincides with the 350th anniversary in 
2010 of the Royal Society London. 

16 April to 13 June 
Ken Beken and Peter Mumford 
Beken of Cowes 
Featured is the work of four 
generations of the Beken family, 
exhibiting classic vintage silver 
gelatine photographs plus the latest 
digitally produced Limited Editions 

from 1888 to the present, including images from the current 
Beken team of Kenneth Beken and Peter Mumford. 

7 May to 30 May 
Laurence Kemp
Pies, Puddings and Lashings of 
Custard 
Pastel drawings with boldly outlined 
blocks of colour, representing a world of 
old fashioned cakes and puddings, 
tantalising the taste buds and memories of 
a long ago yesterday.

4 June to 4 July 
Alfredo Basile 
Images of rural Sicily 
Born and working in Sicily, 
shooting on black and 
white film, Alfredo will be 
exhibiting photographs of 
farms and those who work 
in the olive groves, 

condensing the scene to its essence as a record of traditions 
that are rapidly changing in modern Italy. 

11 June to 12 September 
Charles Everest 
The Camer-on Life 
Festival Experience 
Documenting and epitomising 
the “experience” that was the 
world’s largest ever music 
festival of its time.  Sourced 
from the extensive Cameron 
Life Archive, this exhibition spotlights a selection of images, as 
witnessed by award winning newsreel and stills photographer 
Charles Everest. 

18 June to 17 October 
Patti Smith and Linda 
Smith Bianucci 
Following the success of 
Patti’s exhibition at Dimbola 
last year, the legendary poet, 
singer and artist is joined by 
her sister Linda in a world 

premier photographic celebration of their shared heritage.

9 July to 1 August  
Chris Weston 
The Last Great Event 
To celebrate this years 40th

anniversary of the  
1970 IOW Pop Festival, Chris 
Weston will be exhibiting 
monochrome prints taken from 
the limited edition book “The Last Great Event”, which 
documents the event from beginning to end. 

6 August to 26 September 
Graham Stevens 
Pop Festivals as Utopian 
Experiments: 60’s Air Art 
Air art photographs from the 
60’s with contemporary texts 
showing how the 'utopian' air 
structures of the 60’s could 
have saved the world from 
global warming. 

17 September to 31 
October 
Eric Mitchell 
Bromoils
Eric is fascinated by the old 
processes of photography 
and Bromoils in particular, 
this small collection of 
images that he has taken 
over the years are his little 
gems.

1 to 24 October 
Barry Ecuyer 
Seasons of the Bay 
Winter storms to balmy Summer 
evenings, the changing sky, sea and 
population of the Freshwater Bay area 
are the subjects of this year-long 
project.  Paintings, drawings and prints 
reflect the affection and awe inspired by 
this spectacular area. 

22 October to 2 January 2011 
Sarah Hand BA (Hons), MA, ARPS
Notes from the Playground
The exhibition, sponsored by Olympus, 
shows images created for fashion, music, 
theatre and performance.  The processes 
involved include use of  digital projections 
combining vector, bit-map and 3D graphics, 
live and pre-recorded video and 
photographic images.  These processes are 
collectively sonically or motion activated, 
resulting in images that are captured in real-
time.

29 October to 21 November 
Catherine van Giap 
Piece by Piece 
A stunning collection of mosaic wall 
plaques combining current work with 
historical influences, with subjects ranging 
from the local environment to art 
movements in history. 

5 November to 2 January 2011 
Chris Avery 
Sheds, Shacks and Chalets 
An eclectic exhibition of black and white 
photographs of the semi-permanent and 
ephemeral buildings that typify coastal 
leisure and recreational life.  Together with 
Polaroid manipulations and 
photomontages. 

26 November to 2 January 2011 
Mick Young, Nava Young and  
Dot Atkins 
Brush Strokes and Stitches
An exhibition combining paintings and 
Creative Quilts.  This trio will be 
exhibiting oil and acrylic paintings 
alongside quilts made using techniques 
that take inspiration from a variety of 
influences such as stained glass and 
appliqué. 

EVENTS
Life Drawing Group - Please enquire for details.  
Cost £7.50 per session

Open Mike Evening -
8 pm – 10.30 pm   First Friday of the Month.  
Showcase your own material, whether it be Music, Poetry, 
Readings, Short Stories or Jokes, alongside personal  
interpretations of covers.  Hosted by Catherine Cameron- 
Martin, bring your favourite tipple.  No advanced booking 
required.

Isle of Wight Digital Imaging Group meets every 
Wednesday at Dimbola from 7.30 pm.  For further information 
please contact Gary Early on 07866 567261 or email 
info@iwdig.org.uk – see us at www.iwdig.org.uk.

For more information on our varied programme of events not 
listed here, information on course being held, or If you would 
like to hold an event at Dimbola, please contact us by phone 
(01983 756814) by email administrator@dimbola.co.uk or 
check out our website.



“Come rain or shine, Dimbola Lodge is one of the 
Island's premier exhibition venues. Home of one 
of this country's most influential photographic 
artists, Dimbola displays the history of photo-
graphy, from Julia Margaret Cameron to some of 
the most exciting exhibitions of modern times”. 

A Woman before her Time! 

Julia Margaret Cameron was one of the most 
important photographers in the history of art.  
Her ground breaking techniques and belief in 
‘art and beauty’ changed the face of portrait 
photography.   A woman before her time, she 
was passionate and expressive in a time when 

most women were demure and passive. She was one of the 
first female Entrepreneur’s, taking portraits of the cream of 
Victorian society. A true Victorian romantic, she entertained 
the likes of Tennyson, Darwin and Watts, persuading them to 
pose and bring alive her ideals of art.  The poet Henry Taylor 
wrote of Julia and Dimbola "a house indeed to which 
everyone resorted to pleasure and in which no man, woman 
or child was ever known to be unwelcome", we try to ensure 
that this spirit still lives on at Dimbola. 

What to do and see at Dimbola 

Take your picture in the Olympus Costume 
Room, a recreation of a Victorian studio, 
sponsored by Olympus Cameras. Use the latest 
Olympus camera to take photographs of 

yourself, friends or family wearing Victorian costumes and 
using props in our Victorian Studio. Print out your 
photographs and take them home as souvenirs. 

The Jimi Hendrix Memorial Garden adjacent to the road to 
the right hand side of the house. The statue of Jimi was 
designed and made by sculptor John Swindells. The garden 
and statue are sponsored by Solo, the present day festival 
promoters. Ask to add your signature to the many in our Book 
of Memories or have your picture taken playing air guitar 
next to Jimi! 

The Isle of Wight Pop Festivals' permanent exhibition 
sponsored by Solo Ltd. The first Pop Festival in 1968, which 
featured the likes of T-Rex and Fairport Convention and was 
organised to raise funds for a swimming pool 
locally at Freshwater, marked a turning point 
in UK music history. Come and see our 
collection of rare posters, programmes, press 
cuttings, tickets, and other memorabilia and 
photographs of the festivals. 

Our three Cameron Exhibition 
Galleries show permanent 
exhibitions celebrating the life and 
work of Julia Margaret Cameron, in 
particular the 15 years she spent at 
Dimbola from 1860 to 1875, and the 
development of her pioneering 
photography at this time.   These 
galleries are due to be refurbished 
during 2010 with additions and new 
ways of interpreting the images 

being installed.  Check our website for the latest progress.

Our other galleries, which include the Olympus Gallery 
which is our premier gallery for visiting exhibitions, and the
Freshwater Gallery show a rolling programme of works by 
professional and amateur organisations and individuals.  See 
the reverse of this sheet for more information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We also have a range of facilities for hire – prices on 
application 

Nielsen Frames
Tearoom  – for your functions, with or without food.  

Seminar Rooms - Choice of rooms, with or without 
projection equipment. 
Conference / Education Suite / Studio

Group Rates for groups of 10 or more - contact us for details

All types of functions catered for (Wedding Receptions, 
Funerals, Product Launches, etc) - JUST ASK! 

Membership and Sponsorship 

As a Trust we rely on membership fees and corporate 
donations to help preserve the life and works of Julia 
Margaret Cameron, and continue to exhibit work from artists 
and photographers from across the globe. If you would like to 
become a member please see www.dimbola.co.uk for further 
information or ask about joining when you visit. If you 
represent a business or corporate organisation and would like 
to support us please contact the Administrator to discuss 
further.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Cameron House Books at Dimbola Lodge Museum 
Antiquarian and secondhand book shop 

Book search facility available 
Telephone: 01983 754960 

Email: ljs@cambooks-dimbola.freeserve.co.uk


